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KAISER GYPSU'.i CCLPANY, INC.
Sldnner lluilding
Seattle, Washington
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Thursday, J anWill'Y 7, 19:;4

The mill represents a new industry for tho Pacific North­

west, being the only plant of its kind within 800 miles of the Puget Sound

area. Its initial permanent. anployment will be approx1matel;r 170, with an

annual ll-'\Yroll in excess of e725,OOO.

The new plant w111 end the comparlltive isolation of the

Pacific Northwest from present sources of gypllllllt products. Existing plants,

upon which the area is dependent, are located in Montana, Utah, Nevada and

A $1,709,762 bid by the J. O. Boesp.tlug Construction

Canp~ of Seattle 'was lowsst llIlIong 17 bidders for the general contract

to construct a gypsum board plant and plaster mill in Seattle for Kai..r

Gypsum Ccmp~, Inc. The bids were revealed at a public opening today.

Award, of the contract !'/ill be announced neld: week, and

ground will be broken on the 9-l/2-acre plant site in the 5900 block of

(;, East Uarginal l1ay shortly there&!ter.

The Kaiser G:;psum plant, costing an estimated $4,000,000,

including equipment and property, will consist or eight major structures,

the l...,rgest of which will be a 155 by 600-foot steel and concrete JIlSllui'ao­

turing building equipped with the most modern, custom-built machinery avail­

able. Also inclucled in the construction will be a l6-sidcd dome-like

covered storage unit, a six-story high calcining building, a 250,OOO-galloo

oil tank, and pier facilities for unloading gypllllllt ore ships on Duwaclsh

Waterwe,y.c

",.

G
CeJ.ifornia.

The mill will have a production capacity or 100,000,000

square feet or gypsum products - gypsum wallboard, lath and exterior
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o sheathing, anel all types of harclwall anel special plasters - for the buUcIing

inelustry in Washington, Oregon, Idaho and Alaska.

Until the plant is completed, Kaiser Gypsum has steppeel-up

s!lipnents to the region frOOl its other plants. Increaeeel production at its

Californitl mills anel a rapid expansion of sales o!t'ices in the Northwest are

part of the oompany's progr3lll to introduce ita line of proclncts to the terri­

tory at the slllIle assured volume and raplcl elellvery that eventuslJ,y will

result from the Seattle pbnt.

Keiser Gypeum. Coopeny is a wholJ,y-owned subsidiary or
Permanonte Cement Company. CU1Tsntly it is operating two gyp8Wll manutactul'­

ing plants in California e.t tho ports of Long 'Beach anel lleelwood City, ''lhich

receive gypsum ore froll\ tho cOl:Ipany's quarries on San Mllrcos Islanel in the

Gulf of California. The Seattle plant also will recoivo the bulk of its raw

material !ram SIll\ Ilaroos, and will be supplied by one or the company's 10,000­

ton ore vessels eSl'ecially eCJ!1ipped to handle gypsu:n rock.

The construction bids for the new pla:lt we1'3 sUl'6rviaed by

C' Kaisor Engineers Division ot: Henry J. Kaisor CompSIIY, which is doing tho

engineoring and procurement for the project.
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